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Strasbourg Conference Was “Teaching Marathon" 


(Strasbourg) - The most intensive teaching conference in the history of the 
World's Student Christian Federation ended at Strasbourg last weekend with the 
"Covenant Service" of John Wesley, conducted by the Rev. Samuel Selvaretnam of 
Ceylon, one of four chaplains appointed for the two-week meeting. 


The act of dedication came as climax in a programme described as the "key 
event" in a six—year study process set up to try to rediscover the meaning of 
"The Life and Mission of the Church" in the modern world. The Strasbourg meet— 
ing was preceded by a "Pilot Conference” in Rangoon at the end of 1958 and will 
be followed by regional teaching meetings in Africa, Asia, Latin America, 


Rurope, the Middle East and North America in the period 1961-1963, 


One of the aims is to train future leadership for the ecumenical movement, 


Nearly 700 students attending the meeting from some 7O countries sat 
through 35 lectures covering all aspects of the mission of the Church, The 
first week set the stace with analysis of Christian teaching and historical 
background. In the second week lecturers faced up to ways of taking the Christ- 
ian message to students, people without faith, Marxists, Moslems, industrial 
workers, "de-Christianised" populations and people in racial and cultural 
tension spots, 
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A Theology Professor Hans Hoekendijk of Utrecht caused a stir by attacking 
perpetuation of a structure of church life that cannot function in the moder 
world - the territorial parish". 


Professor Hoekendijk said territorial parishes are “immobile and tend to 
be self-centred", He claimed they belong to the Middle Ages and need to be re- 
placed in the industrial era by "small mobile groups" of people who see their 
real task as being in their daily work rather than the parish. He expressed 
alari about current preoccupation with details of "liturgy" and the "terrifying 
increase of clerical collars" and urged students to "re-secularise the Church, 
which has become a sort of sacred temple", 


WW je a ie = = 17 ~ . . : 
We should think of the Church as a very simple house with a very simple 
service", Professor Hoekendijk said. 


Thirty-three "tutorial" groups under a team of international leaders met 
to discuss the lectures. Twenty "seminars" also held six sessions each to deal 
with subjects like modern propaganda, big city problems, youth work, university 

- evangelism, theological education, co-operation of men and women, peace in the 
atomic age, missions, art, refugees and relations with other world faiths. 


The opening of the Strasbourg meeting featured the controversial play "No 
Exit" by French existentialist Jean-Paul Sartre. Another French play, "The Way 


of the Cross" by Henri Ghéon, was used toward the end to accent central Christ-— 
ian truths. 


The study conference did not issue resolutions. Although regional meet- 

) ings and special interest groups planned intensive follow-up and interpretation 
in their own countries, the emphasis was on learning and training, not on making 
pronouncements. 


Worship in many traditions was celebrated in local Lutheran and Reformed 

church buildings, Two Roman Catholic lecturers were included in the programme: 

Henri-Irénée Marrou, professor of the History of Christianity at the Sorbonne, 

Paris, and Father Jéréme Hamer, rector of the French Dominican Theological Fa- 
culty of Le Saulchoir, 


The conference visited the Alsatian village and Protestant congregation of 
| Oberseebach, north of Strasbourg, and were guests of the Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Strasbourg, the Right Rev. Jean Julien Weber, at the village and*shrine of 
St. Odile in the Vosges mountains. (See also EPS Nos. 28 and 29) EPS, Geneva 


"Fifteen Years in Hell Is Hnough"; Christian Journal on Hiroshima 


(Chicago, eee = 'fifteen years of suspension over the fires of nuclear heli@m@e 
long enough. It is time for a change," The Christian Century, an undenominational 3 
US weokly journal of Christian opinion, says in its lead editorial in the issue ich 


Of AUGUST 3. - 


A special issue on “Hiroshima Day 1960" contains articles on the nuclear By 
crisis, a message from Japanese Christians and reviews of post-Hiroshima books M 
on international relations. 


"On August 6, 1945, at 8.15 asm., a US plane dropped an atomic bomb on Hi- 
roshima, completely destroying the city, killing 100,000 people, maiming and 
burning thousands more. Whether or not we remember it as a day of shame, we 
must remember it as a day of warning," the "Century" comments. One of the 
articles deals with "the theology of nuclear preparedness". It is by Dr. Norman 
K, Gottwald, Old Testament professor at Andover Newton Theological School, Mas, 
sachusettse 
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The editorial charges that both political leaders and religious leaders 
were unprepared, It takes issue with the position of ecumenical leadership "in 
this country and the World Council of Churches", 


"Christian faith has always taught that self-destruction by. the individual 
is wrong, It surely could not agree that a course of action which would pro= 
bably lead to collective suicide can be right", the"Centur} comments. 


"Let us say straght out that we are not going to destroy our enemies and 
menace our friends by nuclear war. Let us demonstrate our good faith by getting 
rid of the means for these purposes, Then we may be able to confront the central 
question of the nuclear age: What did God intend by permitting men to learn 
how to release the energy of the atom at this moment im history?" EPS, Geneva 


Australian Clergy and Doctors Discuss Common Problems 

(Menangle, New South Wales) —- Representatives from regional groups of clergy 
and doctors came together to discuss relations between the two professions at a 
meeting called by the laity commission of the Australian Council of Churches. 


"In the last few years, undergraduates in the medical schools have been 
given teaching on psycho-somatic matters but little if any attention has been 
given to spiritual as distinct from psychological matters", a doctor observed. 


Another clergyman suggested that "in a mental hospital, as under a magni- 
fying glass, one can see the fears and hostilities that trouble mankind as a 
whole and challenge the redemptive powers of religion, and make us look to the 
resources Christianity has to offer, This makes the mental hospital an ideal 
place for the training of men as pastors." EPS, Geneva 


Peenoverp Nelson to Teach at Princeton 


(Princeton, Ne) —- Dr, J. Robert Nelson, whose resignation as dean of Vander-— 
bilt University Divinity School, Nashville, Tennessee, was accepted after a 
long dispute over the expulsion of a Negro student, has been appointed guest 
professor at Princeton Theological Seminary, (See EPS No. 25) 


The former dean and ex-secretary of the Department of Faith and Order of 
the World Council of Churches is to teach ecumenics, The term is for one aca- 
demic year beginning in September. 


Dr. Nelson resigned after a prolonged dispute with the Chancellor and Board 
of Trust of Vanderbilt University following the expulsion of the Rev. James HM, 
Lawson Jr., a leader of the sit-in demonstrations in the southern city. A com- 
promise offer was made to Lawson, whereby he could return to Vanderbilt but 
not as a regular student. He was also offered permission to transfer credits 
to Boston University Divinity School where he has been studying. Mr. Lawson re= 
jected the offer to return to Nashville and take written examinations for his 
degree. EPS, Geneva 


New Zealand Makes Plans for National Faith and Order Conference 

(Christchurch, New Zealand) — The National Council of Churches in New Zealand at 
its annual mecting here made recommendations for the holding of a national faith 
and order conference in 1963. It suggested that the conference should focus at— 
tention on issues of immediate relevance to the churches in their relationships 
with each other, 
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such issues, it suggested, would include the significance of church union 
discussions from “the point of view of the total New zealand church community", 
the theology of missions, and issues arising fromthe World Council of Churches 
Third Assembly to be held in 1961, 


The Council also asked its member churches to consider establishment of a 
church home for aged refugees and to send representatives to a special confe- 
rence to make definite plans. It reported that gifts for inter—church aid had 
more than trebled since 1957, 


Plans for an ecumcnical youth conference with 1700 delegates were discussed. 
A proposal that the government of New Zealand should be urged to devote one per 
cent of the national income to underdeveloped countries was endorsed and sent 
to the Prime Ministcr and the leader of the opposition. HPS, Geneva 


Large Grant for Television Bible Courses 

(Washington, D.C.) — The American University in Washington, D.C., has received 
a grant of $174,700 from the Lilly Endowment Inc. of Indianapolis, Indiana, for 
the purpose of establishing a pioneer distribution project in the field of re- 
ligious and educational television. 


The grant will be used to achieve national and international distribution 
of films to be made of the college-accredited Bible courses, which have been 
sponsored by the University on a Washington television station for the past two 
years. The grant will also be used for live presentations of the courses. 


The project will be administcred over a two-year period by the University 
in co-operation with the Council of Churches of the national capital area, The 
Bible courses are taught on television during the University's autumn and winter 
semesters by Dr. Edward W. Bauman, associate professor of religion at the Ameri- 
can University. They are "The Life and Teaching of Jesus" and "An Introduction 
to the Old Testament". Viewers may enrol for either credit at the University or 
as non-credit students to receive the study guide provided for the programme. 


Since the Bible telecourse began in 1958 as a weekly one hour programme, 
it has received several national awards, and each programme is watched by ap- 
proximately 90,000 people in the Washington area alone, 


The national distribution for télevision will be made through the local 
church councils and universitics. The director of the project will be Miss 
Ella Harllee, former director of radio and television for the Council of Chur- 
ches, national capital area. EPS, Geneva 


Churches Urged to Help Prevent Refugee Situations 

(Berlin) — A consultation of church leaders here has recommended that the chur— 
ches take a more active role in helping to prevent the political and economic 
policies which create refugee situations. 


The consultation urged that the churches should "exercise all their powers 
to bring pressure to prevent these situations, at inter-governmental and govern~ 
mental levels". The recommondation was embodied in a report on service to re- 
fugees made at the Annual Consultation of the Division of Inter—Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches, July 20-26, 
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The report, by a consultation sub-committee, was received by the consult— 
ation and will be referred for action to the Division's Administrative Committee 
when it meets in St, Andrews, Scotland, August 6-8, 


The recommendation said that the churches should be "ready to warm all 
x i : : ; 
governments, on all occasions, that the pursuit of certain policies would in— 
evitably lead to the making of refugees", 


While the creation of refugee problems could not always be traced to "de- 
liberate policy", the report said, “refugees are the by-products of political 
policy and economic action, and men at times have been used cither directly or 
indirectly for political ends", 


The churches should "protest vigorously" against the use of men in this 
way, it said. 


At the same time, the report added, the churches should be continually plan— 
ning ahead to meet such problems. <A member of the committee said this meant 
that the churches should do advance planning in providing assistance to stra- 
tegic areas in which there are potential refugee problems. 


The appreciation of the German churches and people for aid given by the 
world's churches to Germany in the years following World War II was expressed 
by Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin-Brandenburg at a reception for consultation 
participants. Dr. Dibelius, who is one of the WCC's six presidents, said that 
funds, food and other supplies given wore “a porformance of outstanding signi- 
ficance in the history of mankind" and had taught the German church—goers that 
not only the state, but individual Christians have a responsibility. for helping 
the needy with "more than a token gift". 


"In this the World Council of Churches has helped us take quite a large 
step forward", he said. "It has opened our eyes to the great needs all over 
the world, It has taught us that it-is not enough to feel pity for need, bux 


that for the love of Jesus Christ we must help that these necds become less." 
EPS, Geneva 


New Staff Member for IMC 


(New York) - The Rev. Gwenyth Hubble has been appointed as a secretary of the 
International Missionary Council in New York from January 1, 1961. 

Miss Hubble, a minister of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland, 
has been principal of Carey Hall, Birmingham, a college for the training of 
women of the Baptist, Congregationalist and Presbyterian churches for missionary 
service at home and abroad, since 1945, 


She had previously been assistant general secretary of the British Student 
Christian Movement for six years. 


Miss Hubble took part in the Willingen meeting of the International Mis- 
sionary Council in 1952, the Evanston (USA) Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in 1954 and the IMC's Ghana Assembly in 1958, She is a former chair- 


man of the WCC's Committee on the Co-operation of Men and Women in Church and 


Society. EPS, Geneva 


Infant Baptism Widespread in USSR 
(Moscow) - Most children born during and since World War II on collective farms 
in four districts of Central Russia have received Christian baptism, even when 


their parents had not been baptised. 
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The facts are announced by "The Communist", Moscow paper of the Communist 
Party, following a survey made by the Soviet Academy of Sciences to see whether 
the rural population around Moscow was acting "progressively". 


Describing the trend as "a real revival of baptism", the party paper says 
grandmothers have a "bad influence" in rural families because they refuse to 
mind children who have not been baptised. 


According to "The Communist" baptism was almost obsolete in the USSR 30 
years ago and must be taken seriously today because it is "a particularly obsti~= 
nate survival" from pre-revolutionary times. EPS, Geneva 


IM Bree 
A chapel with separate altars or holy tables for Roman Catholics, Anglicans 
and Free Churchmen is being planned for the University College of North Stafford~ 
shire, England. All groups can use the seating, but the three sanctuaries can 
be screened off separatcly and scparate vestry accommodation is provided, 


se a ras 


The Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church has appointed Bishop 
Johann Wendland of Podolsk as Exarch for Central Hurope. He will live in East 
Berlin and have jurisdiction in East and West Germany. The new exarch, who be- 
came a bishop in 1958, has since then represented the Moscow Patriarchate at the 
Antioch Patriarchate of the Orthodox Church, 


x x 


Marshal Tito of Yugoslavia received Patriarch German of the Serbian Ortho- 
dox Church in audience on July 26 in the first meeting since World War II be~ 
tween a church dignitary and the head of state. 


* * 


On September 1 a four-man team, composed of Mennonites, will begin recon- 
struction of wooden church buildings damaged in the recent Chilean disaster. 
The Mennonite Central Committee is working closely with South American churches 
and mission groups in the undertaking. 


* ¥ 


A fellowship has been established at Yale University honouring Bishop Henry 
Knox Sherrill, a World Council ofChurches president and former presiding bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, USA, 


* % 


The first volume of a theological yearbook entitled "Studies in Theology” 
has been published by the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Churches 
Purpose of the new publication is to acquaint theological circles in Orthodox 
churches and other Christian confessions with theological thought in Russia. 
The first symposium contains articles on liturgy and Bible criticism and rela=- 
tions between churches in East and West in the Middle Ages and modern times. 


It also contains a four-page review of the Old Catholic "Tnternational Church 


Newspaper". EPS, Geneva 
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